
It was an amazing day!  It was the 45th annual 
"Baltimore Bottle Show" at the Howard County 
Fairgrounds. When the doors opened, potential 
customers were in line all the way down to the horse 
pasture. There was anticipation in the air, and you 
could feel the excitement. At the end of the day, 981 
people came through - which was 81 more than last 
year. There were dealers and attendees from all over 
the country!

I want to thank everyone who worked hard to make the show a success. Shawn Peters 
and Micah Dolina were the event chairmen, and they worked tirelessly to ensure 
everything was in place. I also want to recognize and thank everyone who worked 
behind the scenes and made sure things went smoothly. This includes those who 
worked even before the show started, by securing the venue, creating brochures and 
postcards, stamping and labeling mailers. Many thanks to those who set up 335 tables 
and those who helped clean up afterwards. Thanks too, to everyone who worked the 
admission, hospitality and appraisal table, and thanks to everyone that I may have 
missed. You are an amazing group of people and made it all look so easy.

The overall consensus was that the dealers did well. Some said it was even better than 
last year. Some attendees said they came in because they saw the sign out on the 
highway advertising the show. Following the event, a lot of people have asked to join 
our club and our Facebook page.  Let's continue to brainstorm ways to make the show 
bigger and better next year!

Happy Digging & Antiquing,

Tom

All meetings held at:
Towson Presbyterian Church

400 West Chesapeake Ave
Towson, MD 21204

MEETINGS & SPEAKERSPRESIDENT’S CORNER

This newsletter of the Baltimore Antique Bottle Club, Inc. is published monthly January through December. It is sent 
to all members who are in good standing, the Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors and other clubs on an 
exchange basis. Permission is granted to quote or reprint any article or matter published herein provided proper 
credit is given and rights are not otherwise prohibited. Items for inclusion in future issues are welcome and should 
be forwarded to the editor, John Lowry, at jlowryrxp@gmail.com or mailed to 4116 Queen Mary Drive, Olney, MD 
20832 by the 20th of each month. Submitted material may be edited for content spelling and grammar.
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3/13/26 MEETING MINUTES

Submitted by Rita Miller, Secretary

The regular meeting of the Baltimore Antique Bottle Club, Inc. was called to order at the 
Towson Presbyterian Church at 7 pm by President Tom Robusto, with 27 people in 
attendance. This was followed by the Pledge to the flag.

Show notes were delivered by Micah Dolina.  There were a few dropouts for the event 
tables, but we still have 5 names on the waiting list. Glen Mansburger has secured the food 
vendors. There is still a need for volunteers and the job sheets for sign up were available on 
the front table. The club requested that members donate extra or unwanted bottles for the 
"Free Bottles for Kids" table at the show.

Karen Lease gave the Treasurer's report. Most of the table rental fees from vendors have 
been received. The fees for the tables & chairs must still be paid. Last year, we netted about 
$7300. from the show. We purchased three new table covers and they were on display at 
the meeting. T-shirts were available for sale for $15. Updated membership rosters are 
available from Karen.

Rick Lease gave a presentation on bottle cleaning. He discussed many different ways to 
clean your bottles and what products and brushes to use. While he no longer tumbles 
bottles, brushes of all shapes and sizes are available at JarDoctor.com (They will also have a 
booth at our show).

March "Theme Bottles" were presented by Andy Agnew, Gene Leasure, Alex Hertzman and 
Sam Checo. The raffle bottle was won by Alex Hertzman, and the badge bottle was won by 
Eric Ewen.

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.



Fast forward to Sunday, March 29, 
…and it’s showtime

BOTTLE

CLEANING 101

Some Polishing Compounds: Aluminum 
Oxide, Headlight Cleaner, Ammonia, 

Acetone, Muriatic/Sulfuric Acid 

Tools: Pliers, Dental Picks, Wire/Steel 
Brushes, Copper Pellets… Use Your 

Imagination, but be careful, because 
some items can scratch the glass!
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Read the great article from the 
Baltimore Banner about the show! 

Free link here…

https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/877ddfe4-e48f-4b8d-802b-2de165fb77b8_BABC-Newsletter---Show-Article.pdf
https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/877ddfe4-e48f-4b8d-802b-2de165fb77b8_BABC-Newsletter---Show-Article.pdf
https://ugc.production.linktr.ee/877ddfe4-e48f-4b8d-802b-2de165fb77b8_BABC-Newsletter---Show-Article.pdf


RAFFLE
& BADGE 
BOTTLE 

WINNERS

➢ Andy Agnew’s “Old Green Bottle” for St. Patrick’s Day -  Whiskey Decanter
➢ Gene Leasure’s Reproduction George Washington Figural Whiskey Bottle
➢ Alex Hertzman’s Cobalt Mexican Hair Remover “from London”
➢ Sam Checo’s Pictorial Lion Bottle from the Thomas Berry and Co. / 

Moorehead Brewery – “In Like a Lion” for Spring

RAFFLE BOTTLE
WINNER:

Alex Hertzman

BADGE BOTTLE 
WINNER:
Eric Ewen



BOTTLE BRAIN
Question:  

I am a new collector. What are some of the basic things a beginner like me should learn?

Answer:

❑ Buy the best bottle you can afford. In the long run you will be better off buying one rare $100 bottle 
than 20 common $5 bottles. Also, buy bottles in the best condition as possible. The rarer, more 
expensive bottles will continue to appreciate in price as opposed to the common bottles that have 

stayed the same price for years and are harder to sell when the time comes. Familiarize yourself as to 
how bottles are valued. Supply and demand are the main factors. Others include rarity, age, color, 
condition, type, embossment and regional interest.

❑ Learn the basic bottle shapes. With a little patience you should be able to place most bottles into a 
category, such as beer, whiskey, food, soda, barber, fruit jar, figural, milk, poison, ink. bitters, etc.

❑ Learn how to determine the age of a bottle by examining its lip and base. If the seam goes over the lip, 
the bottle was made after 1906 by a device called an automatic bottle machine (ABM). The further 
down the seem is from the lip the older it is in most cases. Also, the base is very important. A jagged 
pontil mark, also called an open pontil (OP), usually dates the bottle before the end of the1850’s. An 
iron pontil (IP) dates the bottle from 1855-1865 or so. With the invention of the snap case to hold 

bottles during the lip application process, most bottles after 1865 have smooth bases.

❑ Specialize. Narrow your collecting interest to an area you like best, and publicize your interest as widely 

as possible. If you develop the reputation of being a Beer Baron, Milk Maven. Whiskey Wizard or Figural 
Freak, good bottles in those categories will be offered to you first. Also, select a category you can afford 
and is not so narrow that you can only find one bottle for your collection every two years, resulting in a 
loss of interest.

❑ Educate yourself. Subscribe to bottle magazines; and read every bottle book you can buy or loan. Take 
advantage of your local bottle club (of course, one of the best of all is the Baltimore Antique Bottle Club 
(BABC). Ask questions of your fellow members—many have years of expertise.

❑ Attend bottle shows. They are a great place to learn. Most dealers are happy to answer questions from 

new collectors, especially during the later hours of a show when things quiet down. Don’t be afraid to 
ask, “What is the best you can do on this bottle?” Most dealers will offer at least 10 percent off the 
sticker prices. Many dealers are receptive to a counteroffer. If they turn you down, thank them anyway 
and move on.



BOTTLE BRAIN (continued)
❑ Surf the Net! The internet has a wealth of information; 

take advantage of it. A great site is eBay (ebay.com), 

which conducts buying and selling of all categories of 
bottles through auctions. There you can see what an 
individual bottle has sold for in the past and will help 
you learn about the values of bottles.  However, 
beware of the temptation to overbid. The Federation 
of Historical Bottle Collectors (fohbc.org) provides a

❑ Buying pitfalls. Over the years a large number of reproduction bottles (repros) have been made. 
With experience you will be able to pick out most repros, but even the experts can be fooled 
sometimes. Color enhancement and irradiating bottles to change their colors, plus being aware of 
repairs with acrylic resins are also what bottle buyers need to watch out for.

❑ Catalog your collection. Write down information about your bottles when you buy them or use a 
spreadsheet to keep track. This will help with insurance and future collection sale plus cuts down on 
duplication.

❑ Have fun. As in the case of with most hobbies in bottle collecting, you will get out of it what you put 
into it. Having fun, meeting friendly people and learning new things are the best reasons to get 
started in this fascinating and educational hobby.

wealth of information, our club’s website (baltimorebottleclub.org) is also informative, and there are 
many others. There are also numerous Facebook pages and groups springing up that zero in on 
specific bottle categories where you view many pictures and can acquire a lot of knowledge as well 
as chat with other collectors. In addition, there are online bottle auction houses/sites, such as 
Glassworks Auctions, American Glass Gallery, Heckler Auctions, among others.

Officers 2025-2026 

President………………Tom Robusto
Vice President………Rick Lease
Secretary………………Rita Miller
Treasurer………………Karen Lease
Membership…………Chuck Meyer

Board Members 2025-2026
Alex Hertzman
Bob Ford
Andy Agnew
John Lowry

Show Chairman…………Shawn Peters
Co-Show Chairman……Micah Dolina
Sargeant at Arms……….Dave Davenport



CLUB  MEMBER  PROFILE
April’s

I joined the club about 5 years ago and attended meetings two to three years before joining. 
At first, I collected a little bit of everything.  Eventually, I decided to collect only Baltimore 
beer bottles. Most of the bottles I find come from eBay, the annual bottle show and club 
meetings.  I learn so much from all the club members. It's amazing how much knowledge they 
have about our hobby. There are many bottles I have that are among my favorites. The Cole & 
Co, circa 1850, is my best bottle. It is in the Baltimore Beer Book, Number 1930.
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** All meetings
are being held on the 

second Friday of 
the month at

6:30 pm in
our new location!

 Towson Presbyterian 
Church

400 West Chesapeake Ave

❖All members are encouraged to bring in a 
bottle that corresponds to an event that 
happened in the month of the current 
MEETING. Events in history for the month are 
included at the end of each newsletter to 
provide ideas. The bottle does not have to be 
spot-on, but should somehow relate to the 
events outlined.

❖Suggestions for topics in upcoming 
newsletters? Email John Lowry, at 
jlowryrxp@gmail.com.

INCLEMENT WEATHER? We will follow Baltimore County Public School’s policy. If 
schools are closed due to bad weather or dismiss early on the day of the club 
meeting, we will not meet.

Jim Deitsch



SOME UPCOMING BOTTLE SHOWS 

Check out the
Federation of Historical Bottle Collectors' website

for additional upcoming bottle shows https://fohbc.org/events/

April 4 @ 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Kalamazoo Antique Bottle Club’s 45th Annual 
Kalamazoo Bottle & Glass Show, Kalamazoo 
County Fairgrounds - Expo Center: Room A 2900 
Lake Street, Kalamazoo, MI

April 10 - April 11
Deland Antique Bottle Show at Turkey Creek
Turkey Creek Auction Building 15323 NW 
Gainesville Road, Reddick, FL

April 10 - April 11
Golden Gate Historical Bottle Society’s 58th 
Annual Bottles, Insulators, Antiques & 
Collectibles Show & Sale, Contra Costa Event Park 
(Fairgrounds) Sunset Hall 1201 W 10th Street, 
Antioch, CA

April 11 @ 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Wabash Valley Antique Bottle & Pottery Club 
Presents a Bottle, Pottery, Coins, Knives, Trading 
Cards and Tabletop Antique Show and Sale, VFW 
Post 972 218 N. 12th Street, Terre Haute, IN

April 12 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Empire State Bottle Collectors Assn 54th Annual 
Antiques & Bottle Show, Cicero American Legion 
5575 Legionnaire Drive, Cicero, NY

April 12 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Little Rhody Bottle Club’s Antique Bottle Show
Taunton Conference Center 700 Myles Standish 
Blvd, Taunton, MA

April 12 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
29th Annual Bucks-Mont Bottle Show
Tylersport Fire Co. 125 Ridge Road, Tylersport, PA

April 18 @ 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Pennsylvania Bottle Collectors Association’s 2nd 
Annual Bottle Show & Sale, Dover Township 
Community Center 3700 Davidsburg Road, Dover, 
PA - $2  

April 18 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
1st Annual Blue Ridge Bottle Show, Grover King 
VFW Post 1115 701 West Stuard Drive, Hillsville, 
VA - Food trucks on site. Great parking. Two miles 
from Interstate 77 at Exit 14 in Virginia.

April 19 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
St. Louis Antique Bottle Collectors Assn’s 56th 
Annual Antique Bottle & Jar Show, Orlando 
Gardens 4300 Hoffmeister Ave, St. Louis, MO

April 19 @ 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
North Star Historical Bottle Assn’s 54th Annual 
Antique Bottle, Advertising and Stoneware Show 
and Sale, Knights of Columbus Event Center 1114 
American Blvd W, Bloomington, MT

April 25 @ 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
The Mohawk Valley Antique Bottle Club’s 30th 
Annual Utica Bottle Show & Sale, Hope Alliance 
Church 4291 Middle Settlement Rd, New 
Hartford, NY

April 25 @ 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
South Carolina Bottle Club's 53rd Annual Antique 
Bottle & Glass Show, Jamil Shrine Temple 206 
Jamil Rd., Columbia, SC, United States

https://fohbc.org/events/


REMEMBER TO WEAR YOUR BADGE AT ALL CLUB MEETINGS

CLUB MERCHANDISE
Books and shirts will be available at all club functions

Baltimore Bottle Club Shirts – Sizes S-3XL Available - $20

Hats - One size fits all $20

Baltimore Bottle Book $35

Check out these books written by BABC 
members, Tom Robusto and

Micah Dolina

RAFFLE 
Cobalt, KICKAPOO 
SAGE HAIR TONIC 
Hair “encourager”.  

1890’s.  4 inches tall.

Please contact Rick or Chuck with ideas to maintain
and grow membership in the Club.

Bottle Books

BADGE 
Aqua, smooth 

based Schenck's 
Pulmonic Syrup 

from the 1880’s / 
1890’s. 

APRIL BOTTLES



THINK THEME BOTTLES - THIS DAY IN HISTORY
HISTORICAL EVENTS IN MARCH BY DAY  (http://holidayinsights.com/history) 

April 1 Oliver Pollack invents the dollar sign $. (1778) Dexter Mason Ferry and partners found Gardener, Ferry & 
Church Seed Company, now called Ferry-Morse, the oldest seed company in America.(1856) Daytime soap 
opera General Hospital first airs on ABC. (1963) Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak found Apple computer from the 
garage of Job’s parents’ home in Cupertino, CA. (1976) Google introduces Gmail. (2004)

April 2 Explorer Juan Ponce DeLeon, claims Florida for Spain. (1513) Congress passes the Coinage Act and the 
U.S. Mint is born. (1792) William Magear “Boss” Tweed, a corrupt NYC politician, U.S. Senator, and NY State 
Senator. (1823) The first Easter Egg Roll is held on the White House Lawn. (1877) The television drama series 
“Dallas” premieres. (1978)

April 3 The Pony Express begins delivering the mail. (1860) American outlaw Jesse James is killed by Robert 
Ford in his home in St. Joseph. (1882) The movie “Planet of the Apes” premieres at theaters across America. 
(1968)

April 4 Susanna Medora Salter is the first woman elected mayor in the nation in Argonia, Kansas. (1887) Martin 
Luther King Jr. is assassinated. (1968) The original twelve countries sign the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) into existence. (1949) In New York City, the World Trade Tower opens. At 110 stories, it is the tallest 
building in the world at the time. (1973) Bill Gates and Paul Allen create Microsoft. (1975)

April 5 Saint Patrick returns to Ireland as a missionary Bishop. (456) General Douglas MacArthur died in 
Washington, D.C. at the age of 84. (1964)

April 6 The first modern Olympic games open in Athens, Greece. (1896) Explorers Matthew A. Henson and 
Robert E. Perry are the first to reach the North Pole. (1909) Twinkies hit the market. The first Twinkies were 
banana-filled. (1930) Roy J. Plunkett invents Teflon. (1938)

April 7 The United Nations creates the World Health Organization (WHO). (1948) The musical South Pacific, by 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, opens on Broadway.  (1949) The Internet’s symbolic birthday.  (1969)

April 8 Researchers discover the ancient Greek Statue Vincent di Milo on the Aegean Island of Milos. (1820) 
Bottlers put milk in glass bottles for the first time. (1879) Hank Aaron of the Atlanta Braves hits his 715th home 
run to surpass Babe Ruth’s 714 home run record. (1974)

April 9 Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrenders to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse, ending 
the Civil War. (1865) Bob Hope’s first appearance on television. (1950) French explorer LaSalle reaches the 
Mississippi River. (1691) The U.S. Senate passes a law making Winston Churchill the first honorary U.S. citizen. 
(1963)
 
April 10 Walter Hunt of New York City patents the safety pin. He later sells the patent for $400. See Safety Pin 
Day. (1849) Do you love animals? The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals established. 
(1866) The “unsinkable” RMS Titanic departs on its maiden (and final) voyage from Southampton, England.  
(1912) Golfers create the PGA and hold the first professional golf tournament. (1916)Paul McCartney officially 
announces that the Beatles have split up. (1970)

http://holidayinsights.com/history


HISTORICAL EVENTS IN MARCH BY DAY (continued)

April 11 The U.S. Submarine Force is officially established. (1900) President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968. (1968) Apple’s Steve Wozniak creates the Apple 1 computer. (1976) Archeologists discover 
fossilized dinosaur eggs with embryos in China. (2003)

April 12 The Civil War begins when Confederate troops opened fire on the Union garrison at Fort Sumter, SC. 
40,000 shells were fired before the Union troops surrendered. No one was killed. (1862) By an Act of Congress, 
Puerto Rico becomes a U.S., territory. (1900) Mount Washington Observatory records the highest surface wind 
ever measured, anywhere on earth— 231 miles per hour! See Big Wind Day. (1934) Russian Cosmonaut Yuri 
Gagarin becomes the first person in space. (1961)

April 13 After 34 hours of bombardment, Fort Sumter surrenders to the Confederates during the Civil War. 
(1861) Tiger Woods wins the Masters Golf Tournament, becoming the first African American and youngest 
person to win this premier golf event. (1997)

April 14 Noah Webster produced the first American Dictionary. (1828) President Abraham Lincoln is shot by 
John Wilkes Booth at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C. He died the next day. (1865) Author John Steinbeck 
publishes hid novel “The Grapes of Wrath”. (1939)

April 15 The Titanic hits an iceberg in the Northern Atlantic Ocean and sinks. (1912) The first franchised 
McDonald’s restaurant opens in Des Plaines, IL. (1955) The U.S. Food and Drug Administration approves the 
use of Botox. (2002) A major fire at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, topples the spire, destroys the roof, and 
more. (2019)

April 16 The U.S. Postal Service issues the first books of postage stamps. (1900) The battle of Berlin begins as 
Russian forces begin to attack the Nazi capital. (1945) Walter Cronkite begins as anchor of CBS Evening News. 
(1962)

April 17 Geoffrey Chaucer tells “The Canterbury Tales” for the first time at the court of English King Richard II. 
(1397) The Ford Mustang is formally introduced to the marketplace. The base price: $2,368. (1964)

April 18 Paul Revere makes his famous ride from Charlestown to Lexington, Ma., shouting “the Red Coats are 
coming” as the American Revolutionary War begins. (1775) Fighting ended for the American Revolution, 
exactly 8 years to the day when it first started. (1783) The Great San Francisco earthquake hits, killing almost 
4,000 people and destroying over 75% of the city. (1906) A group of jugglers creates the International Juggler’s 
Association (IJA). (1947) See World Juggler’s Day  The longest game in professional baseball history: Pawtucket 
Red Sox tie the Rochester Red Wings 2-2 in 32 innings. The game was finished on June 23, Pawtucket won 3-2 
in 33 innings. (1981)

April 19 The Battle of Lexington and Concord. British troops fire “the shot heard ’round the world” and the 
Revolutionary War begins. (1775) President Herbert Hoover suggests a five-day work week. (1932) After a 51-
day siege in Waco, Texas, the Branch Davidian compound goes up in flames, killing the cult members. (1993) 
Timothy McVeigh bombs the Federal Building in Oklahoma City, killing 168 people, and injuring hundreds 
more. (1995)



HISTORICAL EVENTS IN MARCH BY DAY (continued)

April 20 The first known performance of Shakespeare’s tragedy “Macbeth” is performed at Globe Theatre in 
London, England. (1611) The final episode of the television series “Soap” airs. (1981) Two teenage boys go on 
a shooting rampage in Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado. One teacher and 12 students are killed. 
(1999)

April 21 The city of Rome, Italy was founded. (753 B.C.) First Lady Lucy Hayes begins the tradition of holding an 
egg rolling contest on the White House lawn. (1878) The Spanish-American War begins. (1898) German WWI 
Air Ace Baron Manfred von Richtofen, “The Red Baron”, is shot down and killed over Vaux sur Somme, France. 
(1918) Secretaries Day, now called “Administrative Professionals Day“, is first celebrated. (1952) Elvis Presley’s 
first hit record, “Heartbreak Hotel”, reaches #1 on the charts. (1956)

April 22 The first human eye transplant is performed. (1969) The First Earth Day celebration is held, founded 
by Gaylord Nelson. (1970) Barbara Walters becomes the first female U.S. nightly news anchor (for ABC). (1976)

April 23 Robert E. Lee is named the Commander of the Virginia Confederate forces. (1861) Hammerin’ Hank 
Aaron hits the first of his 755 home runs. (1954)

April 24 Greek forces enter Troy by using a Trojan Horse. (1184 B.C.) Eastman Kodak Company is founded by 
George Eastman. (1888) Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Murdock are the first to travel across the U.S. in a car. They drove 
their Packard from LA to NYC in 32 days 5 hours and 25 minutes. (1908)

April 25 Ground is broken for the Suez Canal. (1859) New York becomes the first state to require automobile 
license plates. The fee: $1.00. (1901) Delegates from 45 countries meet in San Francisco to organize the 
United Nations. (1945) The American Bowling Congress approves the use of automated pinsetters. (1952)

April 26 Copernicus makes his first observations of Saturn. (1514) The world’s worst nuclear power plant 
accident occurs in Chernobyl, Russia when reactor #4 explodes. (1986)

April 27 The cornerstone is laid for the new Palace of Westminster. (1840) Senior citizens take note, the first 
Social Security checks were distributed. (1937)

April 28 Mutiny on the HMS Bounty, the most famous naval mutiny in world history. (1789) Muhammad Ali 
refuses to be inducted into the army and is stripped of his world heavyweight title. (1967) Iran opposes the 
sale of “Satanic Verses” by Salman Rushdie.  (1989)

April 29 Elias Howe applies for a patent for the “Continuous Clothing Closure”, later called the Zipper. See 
National Zipper Day. (1851) The first edition of Peter Roget’s Thesaurus is published. (1852) U.S. forces begin 
withdrawal of its citizens from South Vietnam. (1975) The world record longest sausage is made in Kitchener, 
Ontario, Canada. It is 28.77 miles long! (1995)

April 30 George Washington is inaugurated as the first president of the United States. (1789) The Louisiana 
Purchase is completed in Paris, France. The price tag: $15M, about 4 cents per acre. (1803) Warner Brother’s 
“Bugs Bunny” debuts. (1936) The ice cream cone makes its debut at the St. Louis World’s Fair. (1904) Adolph 
Hitler commits suicide along with his new wife Eva Braun in his bunker in Berlin. (1945) Mr. Potato Head is 
marketed for the first time. (1952) The Vietnam War ends with the fall of Saigon (later renamed Ho Chi Minh 
City). (1975)
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