LOVE, WAR, BRIDGES, BOTTLES—19/0 HAD IT ALL

By Steve Charing

CWhen Dan McAdams called a meeting of a group of enthusiastic bottle collectors in September 1970,

our country was still torn by the war in Vietnam. Earlier, in the spring, President Nixon ordered an
invasion of Cambodia, which, in effect, expanded the war leading to the massive protests and the tragic
killings at Kent State.. There were other hot spots in the world as well--Biafra and Jordan, for example--
and Egypt’s President Nasser died, giving way to Anwar el-Sadat. France’s former President Charles
DeGaulle died as well. An earthquake in Peru killed over 50,000 people. Drugs took the lives of two of
rock music’s young stalwarts, Jimi Hendrix and Janis Joplin. Boxing champ Sonny Liston also passed
away that year. And the Beatles were breaking up, which to many, was a fate worse than death.
Undaunted by all these horrific events, that meeting took place in Dan’s Baltimore home on Cedarcroft
Road, and the Baltimore Bottle Hounds was born amidst the shards of a world in turmoil.
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It was a good year for sports. The Orioles, led by the heroics of Brooks Robinson, defeated the tough
Cincinnati Reds in the World Series 4 games to 1. Earlier, the New York Knicks won their first NBA
championship by beating the Los Angeles Lakers in an emotional struggle 4 games to 3. Even earlier, the
Kansas City Chiefs won Superbowl IV over the Minnesota Vikings, but who cares? However, 1970
launched the start of Monday Night Football, with Don Meredith, Frank Gifford and Howard Cosell. The
Cleveland Browns hammered the New York Jets in that one. The Boston Bruins swept the St. Louis Blues

for the Stanley Cup in hockey. And John Wooden’s mighty UCLA continued its dominance by capturing
the NCAA basketball title.

It’s nice to take a nostalgic look back to 1970. In many ways, 1970 seems like yesterday. But it’s not.
Three decades is a long time. And those who belonged to the Baltimore Bottle Hounds, which eventually
evolved into the Baltimore Antique Bottle Club, can be proud that it endured the passing of time and
events and triumphed in the process. To that we celebrate.



